THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
Constantinople. It met to discuss and condemn the heresy of
Arius, a priest who had denied the full divinity of our Lord.
His opinions and sect, called Arianism, long continued to have
a great success, which may be compared in its social effects
and the length of its survival (three hundred years and more)
to Protestantism in modern times. Constantine himself
inclined to it, and more than one of his successors, while it
rapidly became the chief religion of the Army, which governed
all that world, and was professed by many of the local generals.
It did not die out for many generations, though the bulk of
society remained Catholic all around it.
The Church in Britain. England was affected, like all the
rest of our civilization, by the great change from Paganism to
Catholicism, for though the island was the most remote of the
Roman Provinces, it was highly civilized, with a number of
cities, a large population, and roads everywhere. Unfortunately,
we have very slight mention of the Church here, save that
strong tradition of a very early foundation in Apostolic times
at Glastonbury, which was treated for many centuries as the
oldest abbey in Christendom, and had precedence given to its
abbot at Councils on that account. There was also, as we
have seen, a local British chieftain called Lucius, who sent
to Rome for missionaries and was himself baptized either
in the year 167 or shortly after. We have that record of
one martyrdom—St Alban and his companion. But we have
little else. It is probable that there were some twenty-six
bishops organized in two groups of twelve dioceses each: a
northern group under a Metropolitan at York and a southern
group under a Metropolitan in London. But we are not
certain of this, and we only conjecture it from the fact that
later on, when the Pope St Gregory drew up his plan for the
Church in England, he followed this scheme, of which he
presumably had some record which has not come down to us.
Of course, long after the Empire had become officially Christian
great bodies of heathenism remained, and these were perhaps
larger in distant parts, like Britain, than elsewhere.
The Full Roman Empire under Constantine. The
Roman Empire being now under the control of one man and
its old Pagan character coming to an end, we must see what it
,was like, because all our future here in England came from that
origin. It was one huge state, without frontiers or customs
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